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On the plus side, the students are at the most mature they will ever be in their 
current grade level: except for our senior learners, of course, who are starting their 
senior studies in the final term of the year before they move up a grade. To their 
credit, they have handled the challenges well. 

Most of all, Term 4 is the time to honour those who have achieved significant 
milestones. Throughout my career I have always insisted on signing all  
certificates of achievement individually. What I did not realise about TSAC,  
however, is the sheer number of students who satisfy the criteria for high 
achievement awards. The certificates have been arriving in my office by the  
box-load, ever since mid-term. Although it has taken a major effort to sign them  
all, I am glad that I did. Our students have much of which to be proud and I hope 
they understand that and feel motivated to keep striving for ever-higher goals.

Term 4 is also a time for farewells. Chiefly, we think of our graduating Year 12 
students. It’s a momentous step to leave the relative comfort and predictability of 
school and venture forth into an unknown future. We need to keep an eye on them 
for at least another ten years or so. Psychologists tell us that most of us are not fully 
adult until our mid to late twenties. The departing Year 12s have left their mark on 
the College. They have been cheerful, likeable and often willing to help younger 
students find their place. We owe Captains Daniel Nguyen and Jasmine Jackson a 
debt of gratitude for having led the student body so ably throughout 2019.

Next we think of the Year 6 students, moving to the Secondary Campus. They have 
a whole new adventure ahead and will be ably supported by the transitional Year 7 
program and its skilled teachers.

The special events of this term have generated much pride in the College and the 
achievements of its students. The music and dance showcases, the Sports Awards 
Dinner, the Creative Arts Awards Night, Speech Night, the Year 12 Night of 
Reflection and Valedictory assembly, the Year 6 Graduation and the Year 9 Rite 
Journey Graduation have all marked and celebrated significant accomplishments. 
They show the community at its best.

Inevitably, we have staff to farewell and there are a number moving on to take  
up new opportunities in other schools. We also farewell students who are leaving 
TSAC for another school. Like the strands of a rope, every member of staff and 
every student who passes through this place contributes towards the strength  
of the rope that is our culture and community. Some say that TSAC stands for 
Teamwork, Success And Community. All three have been greatly in evidence 
during Term 4 and it has been a pleasure to lead this fine school towards the 
exciting new ventures which await in 2020.

From the Interim Principal
WENDY ASHLEY-COOPER

Term 4 in any school reminds me of that little 
whooshing noise that a computer makes when it 
sends out an email. It goes by so fast. In some ways 
we do more in Term 4 than in any other term, and  
we have slightly less time to do it in. 
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Resources and Facilities

FACILITY DEVELOPMENT
The sounds of construction  
shall soon be heard once again 
across the Secondary Campus  
with the highly anticipated start  
on our Centre for Senior Learning, 
and Science Laboratory  
conversion projects.

Designed by Fulton Trotter 
Architects and being constructed 
by Condev Constructions, these 
new facilities have been carefully 
planned over the last two years.

SENIOR STUDENT LOCKER HUB
Located between the existing Coryumbia building and the new Centre 
for Senior Learning will be a dedicated senior student locker hub. New 
student lockers will be housed undercover in this area that will be 
reserved for our Year 11 and Year 12 students. The area will be complete 
with filtered water fountains that also offer wattle bottle refill stations.

In keeping with the beautiful landscaped areas that we are so proud of 
here at TSAC, the area will be landscaped to include student seating 
areas, garden and lawn areas.

We would like to acknowledge the feedback from parents in our recent 
MMG parents survey that indicated our College community would like 
to see further development of our facilities, and we are confident that 
both the Centre for Senior Learning and the new Science facilities will 
be favourably received by students, staff and parents once completed 
and in operation.

KINDERGARTEN PLAYGROUND
During November, construction of a new playground began in our 
Kindergarten. Construction will continue over the summer break 
with a new age appropriate fort ready for our youngest students 
in Term 1, 2020.

It will add to the already age appropriate structures that help our 
students unleash their creativity and imagination.

SCIENCE LABORATORY 
CONVERSION PROJECT
Consistent with the original 
planning for the Secondary 
Campus, the conversion of three 
classrooms adjoining the existing 
Science Laboratories is about to 
take place.

The Science Laboratory  
conversion will see the existing 
Jacaranda classrooms of J2, J3 &  
J4 removed internally, and 
converted into two purpose-built 
Science Laboratories that will  
allow teacher demonstration  
and student interaction and 
collaboration. Each of the  
student desks will have access  
to power and water, and central  
to the development will be an 
extended experiment and 
investigation space which will  
allow students to engage in  
long term experimentation.  
Once the project is completed,  
the entire second floor of the 
Jacaranda building will become  
a dedicated area for the sciences 
within the College.

The new Science Laboratories  
are expected to be in use by our 
students by Week 4 of Term 1, 2020.

CENTRE FOR SENIOR LEARNING
To be called “Kurrajong” once complete, the Centre for Senior Learning will 
be positioned at the southernmost point of the developed College site and 
will be highly visible from the internal College driveway. We are lucky 
enough to have a natural bush setting here on the Secondary Campus 
and the new building will speak to the bush setting with outdoor learning 
gardens in which students will be able to engage in social and informal 
learning experiences.

The Centre for Senior Learning will boast four generous sized general 
learning classrooms, each with its own dedicated outdoor learning 
veranda. Operable walls between these four classrooms will allow multiple 
configurations from four separate classrooms to a large single space.  
Large sliding glazed doors between each of the general learning areas  
and the adjacent learning zone will provide further opportunities to 
connect these spaces.

The Centre for Senior Learning will  
also include:

•   Two smaller sized classrooms, in 
which smaller classes can be 
timetabled or opened via operable 
walls to be one larger classroom

•  A large covered outdoor  
learning area

•  A student kitchenette, complete 
with kettles, microwaves and a 
fridge for use by our senior 
students

•  A dedicated student eating and 
meeting area, complete with  
chairs and tables located both 
indoors and outdoors

•  Four unisex student toilets,  
located within the Centre for  
Senior Learning

• A staff work area

•  A staff kitchenette, complete with 
an outdoor patio area

• A small outdoor learning terrace

In addition, the Centre for Senior 
Learning will have a central flexible 
learning area in which students can 
engage in formal and informal 
learning in large classes, mid-sized 
groups, collaborative pairs or as 
individuals. The flexible learning area  
is located immediately adjacent to  
the general learning areas, providing 
further options to extend this space 
using large openable doors. These 
semi enclosed spaces allow for 
individual and group work while  
being visually connected to both the 
internal learning areas as well as the 
natural landscape.

The Centre for Senior Learning is 
expected to be completed and 
occupied by staff and senior  
students, by Term 3, 2020.

Also, in keeping with modern best 
practice, the Centre for Senior 
Learning will maximise natural light, 
cross flow ventilation and visual 
connection to natural landscape to 
maximise learning potential.
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The Springfield Anglican College has grown considerably  
in the last few years. We are a thriving community across 
 two campuses. Between teaching and learning, co-curricular 
groups and other special events, there is a lot going on at  
any given time and keeping everything in view is a challenge. 
In this article we introduce Nexus, a portal for the entire 
community to connect and collaborate. Launching in  
2020, Nexus will be the first port of call for information and 
communication across the college. Read on to learn about  
this exciting new platform. 

COMMUNICATION
Nexus will provide the college community with a streamlined 
communication platform for parents, teachers and students 
alike. The NEWS component in Nexus will ensure that only  
the people that need to see posts will see them. Parents will 
receive information specific to the location of their student 
and the co-curricular activities they are involved in. Students 
will receive daily notices as well as information from their 
classroom teachers and coaches. College staff will also benefit 
from communication that will bridge the gap between the 
two campuses. 

NEXUS

Nexus - a central link for communication

TEACHING AND 
LEARNING
Teaching and learning at the 
college has continued to evolve  
and Nexus will provide students 
and teachers with a new space to 
collaborate within. Teachers across 
secondary will be able to distribute 
and collect assessment items,  
while students will be able to view  
a comprehensive list of all the  
work they have due in one place. 
Secondary students will be able  
to collaborate within a digital 
environment that mirrors  
processes in higher education  
and many professions. Primary 
students will benefit from having  
a safe space to practise their 
technology skills and access digital 
resources shared by their teachers. 

PORTALS
The experience is customised for each user when they log in, providing 
separate portals for parents, staff and students. This will replace Parent 
Portal and Student Portal in 2020. Dashboards will hold information and 
links that are relevant to these groups.

APP INTEGRATION 
The College App is undergoing development to work with Nexus, meaning 
that the news and notifications you receive through Nexus will also push 
through to the app. New features are being developed to make the apps 
more useful to parents and students. For anyone already using the app, 
these changes will come through in the form of an update. For anyone not 
using the app, it is free and available for download on the app store for IOS 
and Play Store for Android.

Although this project is in its infancy, we expect it to continue to grow and 
become an integral part of how we operate at The Springfield Anglican 
College. Further information and login details will be provided to families 
in Term 1 of 2020, with the plan of commencing simple communication 
and the sharing of important information. We appreciate your support as 
we develop this platform for the College and encourage everyone in the 
community to become part of its development. 
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Digital Solutions has become a popular subject for those seeking to better 
understand digital spaces, systems and coding. The Technology Department  
as of 2020 will now be able to offer this subject right through to senior schooling.

This year has seen many innovations in the Digital Solutions classroom including 
but not limited to; developing Virtual Reality stories, programming Arduino, 
understanding game code and working with Internet of Things.

The facilities to support these learning experiences also improved with the 
introduction of battery powered soldering irons, Raspberry Pi coding spaces, a 
dedicated computer to run digital solutions applications and the development  
of the TSAC game testing arcade machine.

This is a huge growth area for future employment and we are proud to provide 
students with these educational opportunities.

Industrial Technology Skills is the new applied course that has also been 
developed this year to cater to student interests. This subject offers authentic 
learning experiences where students development manual arts construction skills.

This subject has been very well received with students enjoying the opportunities 
to develop and create quality products.

These two new subjects mean the Technology Faculty is now able to offer a total 
 of four subjects to our senior students. 

As a faculty we are incredibly proud to now be in the position to offer students  
this increased level of subject offerings. 

Design and Technology

This has been a big year for the Technology faculty as we strive to provide 
enhanced educational outcomes to our students. These developments 
are the results of continuous striving for excellence through engagement 
and innovation.
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Microsoft Industry Experts
LAURA BAIN, BENJAMIN DALY AND MELISSA NEWNHAM

The MIE Expert community is an initiative that brings together the most 
innovative and technologically skilled educators from around the world. 
Being recognised among this group is a significant accomplishment for 
these teachers and for the College, with only 100 educators around 
Australia making this prestigious list. 

Melissa highlighted her passion to provide engaging and purposeful 
learning opportunities that inspire creativity, collaboration and critical 
thinking skills in her early year’s learners. Her students explored digital 
storytelling using Microsoft Sway. Melissa’s students were involved in 
planning, creating, designing and publishing their digital stories to share 
with peers and the school community. Melissa’s teaching position at the 
college will expand in 2020 to include responsibility as a coordinator in the 
early years. 

The Springfield Anglican College is celebrating, having recently had two 
teachers from the Primary Campus recognised as Microsoft Innovative 
Educator (MIE) Experts. Benjamin Daly and Melissa Newnham join their 
colleague, Laura Bain, in this highly selective program. 

Benjamin’s application expressed his dedication and engagement in both the Digital and Design Technologies, 
and toward the integration of Microsoft tools into teaching and learning. Benjamin has provided opportunities for 
students to connect and collaborate with a global community through Skype Classroom and Flipgrid Gridpals. 
These lessons allowed students to explore different perspectives and understandings. Students across the Primary 
Campus will benefit from Benjamin’s passion as he steps into a specialist role teaching Digital Technologies and 
working from the Primary Campus Maker Space. 

We are delighted to announce that 
Laura is now a MIE Expert Fellow in 
Australia.  From only five people 
selected across the country, this 
acknowledgment is testament to 
Laura’s amazing dedication within 
this specialised area. Earlier this 
year, Laura attended the Microsoft 
Global Educator Exchange in Paris, 
collaborating with other MIE 
Experts from around the world.  
She initiated Esports at the college 
this year, with the TSAC Titans 
placing second in the Anglican 
Schools Esports League. Laura was 
recently invited to attend a 
Parliamentary round table in 
Canberra and in 2020 will be 
driving a new project across the 
college in her role as Head of 
Digital Learning and Innovation. 

With a detailed understanding of 
Microsoft Technologies, Laura, 
Benjamin and Melissa have been 
able to present, support and assist 
colleagues at both a college level 
and to extended audience of 
professionals. They provide learning 
experiences to students which 
promote engagement, refine 
technological skills and shape 
digital citizenship. Laura, Benjamin 
and Melissa are recognised for their 
ongoing commitment to 
empowering teaching and learning 
with technology. The Springfield 
Anglican College is proud to have 
them on staff.
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Six TSAC students travelled to the US in the last school holidays to 
participate in this wonderful program, and had the opportunity to meet 
and work with other outstanding young leaders from around the world. 
Congratulations to Cody Carlow, Jordan Carter, Jaime Clark, Baylee Jewell, 
Deakin Mackenzie and Jacob Sim who embraced this life changing 
experience, and thanks to their families for enabling them to participate. 

Among their many memorable real-world simulations, the scholars 
worked together in the Global Issues Workshops to create and  
exchange ideas, in hope of passing resolutions on some of the  
biggest global challenges that our world faces today. 

The facilitators of the program were amazed by the growth of the scholars 
throughout the Global Young Leaders Conference. One of the memorable 
moments was when the scholars stepped into the shoes of a global leader 
in the Global Summit simulation, where they utilized their learnings of 
drafting policy proposals, debating issues, and negotiation to present their 
global approach to an issue of worldwide importance. Witnessing the 
scholars bringing their peers together to come to a consensus on their 
presented issue is incredibly powerful. 

Our TSAC students had the opportunity to meet and build relationships 
with other like-minded students from around the world. They returned 
with a new energy and enthusiasm for their future pathways and to 
improve the world. With plenty of time to socialise and explore the sights 
of Washington DC and New York, they have memories and contacts which 
they will have for a lifetime!

Global Young Leaders Conference 2019
WASHINGTON DC AND NEW YORK

Jacob Sim
“Attending the Global Young Leaders 

Conference in America was a once in a 
lifetime experience that created many 
amazing memories and friendships. I 

spent ten days meeting some amazing 
people my age from around the world, 
some of those I can call lifelong friends. 
The White House, Holocaust Museum, 

University of Pennsylvania, The Met, 
United Nations, Times Square, are just 
some of the amazing places we went. 

Throughout the conference there were 
many keynote speakers who well and 

truly changed my perspective on many 
world issues. I am extremely grateful to 

have been given this opportunity, to  
have represented Australia and shared it 

with some amazing people.”

In nurturing the development of leadership at TSAC, we have for the first 
time this year, nominated Year 11 students of high potential to participate 
in the Envision Global Young Leaders Conference in the United States. 

Jordan Carter
“The feeling of accomplishment and 

independence that the Leaders 
Conference provided cannot be 

overstated. It’s liberating being so young 
and yet having the responsibilities of 

someone twice your age. It’s a rare 
opportunity for students, let alone adults 

to meet and befriend others from 
countries you would have trouble 

pointing out on a map. My peers and I 
had no difficulty in creating bonds and 
friendships that will over time, become 

useful in making this large world of 
unknowns more inviting.”
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