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Term 4 is always, without a doubt, the busiest in the year for any 
school. At TSAC we have had an extremely busy and highly successful 
Term 4. 

As I reflect on the activity that took place over the last 9 weeks, one 
key theme always emerges – celebration. It truly has been a wonderful 
time to celebrate all of the achievements and successes that we have 
had as individuals and as a community.

Celebration is a huge part of who we are as a College - recognising 
and celebrating success and achievement is our life-blood. We rightly 
celebrate on a daily basis with one another, be it through a pat on the 
back or saying ‘congratulations’ to someone when they have had a 
personal success. Or the ways in which celebrate weekly at our 
Assemblies and Chapels, acknowledging people and their positive 
contributions. We also give out awards for seemingly simple things 
like acknowledging the kindness that a student has shown to their 
peers, or for showing determination in the work they do in the 
classroom, but these things are not simple - they are the signs that we 
are a thriving, inclusive and caring community, and they are a 
demonstration of our growing culture of striving to succeed and 
flourish.

As a College we take the opportunity to celebrate these big 

achievements through key events that bring people together so that 
we can cheer on and applaud those individuals and teams who have 
worked extremely hard, who have shown tenacity, dedication and 
passion and have ultimately achieved success in their particular area 
of interest.

Celebration has been a real focus this year, and in Term 4 it has taken 
the shape of some very high profile and important events. 

At Night of Celebration we honoured the impressive academic results 
of individual students who have shown resilience, committed time 
and set personal goals to achieve outstanding results in various 
subjects. Gold, Silver and Bronze Academic Awards were presented, 
subject awards as well as a number of specialised awards presented 
for students who excelled in their areas of study.

At P - 6 Day of Celebration we reflected on the wonderful events and 
opportunities where students and teachers flourished. We sang, 
danced and we watched performances from extremely talented 
students, and we celebrated the completion of a highly successful 
year on the Primary Campus. It was a remarkable celebration and one 
that brought us all together as a community.

At Creative Arts Awards Night, we had the opportunity to celebrate 
the multitude of successes of the Creative Arts faculty. It has been an 

exciting year for Creative Arts, with of course, the College Musical The 
Addams Family taking place. Through the night we watched some 
beautiful performances and we recognised the hard work and 
celebrated the successes of students who show passion in various 
Creative Arts activities.

For the Sports department we celebrated the outstanding sporting 
successes for 2017 at the annual Sports Presentation Evening, led by 
Andy Holmes, this event was truly a fantastic celebration. Students 
from Year 4 through to Year 12 who achieved success on the sporting 
fields were celebrated and received awards honouring the time and 
effort that they put in to their chosen sport. 

And of course of graduating class of 2017 celebrated their 13 years of 
schooling in spectacular style. There were many Year 12 celebrations 
that took place allowing the graduates the chance to reflect and 
honour their peers and the staff who helped them get to this final 

point in their schooling, as well as being an opportunity for staff, 
students and of course their families to celebrate the journey they 
have been on. Events such as the Formal, Night of Reflection, Beach 
Day, and of course the final day of Graduation.

As Principal, it is truly an honour to share in the successes of the year 
and to be a part of the celebrations that take place. I am exceptionally 
proud of every single student who has shown the determination to 
succeed, and to all of the staff who work so hard with their students 
to help them to achieve their very best. It has been a true privilege to 
shake the hands of every student who has achieved in 2017, to 
recognise their successes and to join in their celebrations.

Thank you to you all for a hugely successful 2017 where we have seen 
our students succeed and flourish. 2018 is set to be even bigger and 
better as we mark 20 years of The Springfield Anglican College. Until 
then, I wish you all safe and happy Christmas. 

From the Principal
Darren Pitt
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Teaching and Learning Overview
Wendy Jurss – Dean of Curriculum

Term 4 – Much to Celebrate

Term 4 has yet again been very busy and productive in the academic 
arena. What was most evident was the extent to which success was 
celebrated in such a diverse range of ways. 

Night of Celebration

The College Night of Celebration provided a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate the success of students academically but also the success of 
those who have provided service to the College or gained significant 
personal achievements throughout 2017. Congratulations to Year 12 
student Sarah Ketter for being awarded the College Dux for 2017.

External Tertiary Qualifications

On Monday 30 October, the Secondary Campus joined together to 
celebrate the graduation of 20 Year 12 students from their Diploma of 
Business. The students who have successfully completed their Diploma 
are entering the world beyond school with a nationally recognised 
qualification and the ability to add the qualification after their name. 
The Diploma course has assisted in setting these students up with the 
skills to be collaborative and self-directed members of the workforce. 
Almost another 30 Year 11 students also graduated from their 
Diploma of Business on Monday 27 November.

The Year 12 cohort of 2017 graduated with a very high number of 
extra qualifications in addition to their Qld Certificate of Education. On 
top of the 20 Diplomas awarded, there were also 22 Certificate III 
qualifications, 36 Certificate II qualifications and 1 Certificate I 
qualification.  

QCS 

The Year 12 students also produced outstanding results in their QCS 
test, with 55.6% of students achieving an A, which is 37.8% above the 
average for all schools in Queensland. Additionally, a total of 77.8% of 
students achieved an A or B on the QCS test, which is 32.7% above the 
average for all schools in Queensland. Congratulations to the Year 12 
students for the persistence and dedication they showed in their 
approach to the QCS test. 

STEAM Units

The Primary Campus students have celebrated the culmination of  
a number of STEAM units. 

The Year 3 students worked extremely hard over the term, 
demonstrating innovation, creativity, collaboration and tenacity in 
their exciting unit of work. The students were asked to design and 
produce a musical instrument that would help little Ngiri, the main 
character of the enchanting story Jungle Drums. Developing their 
research skills and learning about suitable materials, components and 
equipment, the students created mind-blowing instruments.

This term, Year 4 students investigated the effects of contact and non-
contact forces on objects. They then applied the acquired knowledge 
to solve an authentic problem. Students discussed the impact of 
technology on their lives and identified the need for children to have 
screen free fun. They worked in teams to build a cardboard arcade 
game. This required teams to work through the process of design, 
where they researched ideas and tested solutions. Being mindful of 
sustainability, the Year 4 students were keen to construct their arcade 
games from repurposed materials, creating a fun cardboard arcade for 
parents and students to experience.

Thank you to the Year 3 and 4 teachers, and in particular Mrs Frewin 
and Mrs Bain, for creating units which challenge, engage and inspire 
students.

Congratulations to all of our students for the ways in which they have 
embraced their learning this year and we look forward to another 
exciting year of learning in 2018.
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Primary Schooling Overview
Tania Brewer – Head of Primary

As the 2017 school year draws to a close, we look back on the 
wonderful successes and achievements throughout the year. The 
students have grown in stature, maturity and through their personal 
development in academic studies. The work undertaken throughout 
Term 4 and the preceding three terms has provided the students  
with a wealth of opportunities that have allowed them to grow  
and flourish in who they are. On any given day, in any given classroom, 
the work being undertaken by the students is a testament to the 
strong team of teachers, who work hard to plan for and provide 
innovative, creative and challenging tasks.

Leadership

Congratulations to the incoming Year 6 student leadership team. 
Throughout Term 4, nominated students presented well prepared 
speeches to their peers and teachers identifying their personal 
strengths and growing leadership capability. Although there can only 
be a selected number of formal positions, all students are to be 
congratulated for their readiness and desire to hold a position of 
responsibility. The successful candidates were presented on stage at 
Night of Celebration and will receive their badges early in 2018. To the 
out-going student leaders of 2017, thank you for leading the Primary 
Campus with maturity and commitment to the role. 

 

Education – Outside of the classroom

The Year 4 students commenced Term 4 at Luther Heights Camp, 
Coolum. Year 4 is the first formal year of the outdoor education 
program, where students spend two nights away from home in 
cabins. The activities planned provide students with the opportunity 
to work in teams to achieve a successful outcome to a problem and 
to challenge themselves personally on the low ropes. 

In Geography this term the Year 3 students investigated the inquiry 
question, ‘How do people’s feeling about places influence their views 
about the protection of places?’ to enhance the learning opportunity 
and to develop the students’ understanding, Year 3 visited a place of 
significance in the local area, Queens Park. Students explored Nerima 
Gardens, The Ipswich Nature Centre and Lions Lookout. 

The Year 2 students stepped back in time when they visited the 
original colonial historical site of Wolston Farmhouse. They took part 
in a drama immersion program where they were transported back to 
the 1850s as servants for the first owner of Wolston Farmhouse, Dr 
Stephen Simpson. Both within the rooms of Wolston Farmhouse, and 
the surrounding gardens, students participated in activities such as 
cooking, cleaning and washing, just as it would have been conducted 

in colonial times. The students were then able to make real life 
connections and describe the impact of changing technologies on 
their lives. They had the opportunity to play traditional games popular 
in the 19th century which enabled the students to compare activities 
from past to present. 

End of Year Celebrations

Congratulations to all students in Years 4 to 6 who attended the 
annual Night of Celebration at the Logan Entertainment Centre. The 
evening is an opportunity to acknowledge students for individual 
academic, social and service achievements. 

The Day of Celebration for students in Kindergarten to Year 6 held on 
Monday 27th November on the Primary Campus showcased the 
wonderful work undertaken throughout the year and showcased a 
number of the Creative Arts ensembles. To conclude the morning 
events, students were treated to a special end of year cup cake. 

The final day of the school year commenced with the annual Year 6 
Breakfast organised by a number of the Year 6 parents. The breakfast 
provides an opportunity for students, staff and families to gather in a 
relaxed atmosphere to farewell the Year 6 students as they prepare to 
enter into their secondary schooling years. Following the shared 
breakfast, the Year 6 students are formally farewelled at the end of 
year Christmas Chapel service. 

The Tiny Tartan Kindergarten 

It’s rewarding to see how the Kindergarten students have grown in 
Term 4 to become confident and independent learners. They are 
displaying pride in their strengths and abilities, and engaging with 
literacy and numeracy in meaningful ways. 

To assist the Kindergarten students with a smooth transition to Prep 
they have enjoyed visiting the three Prep classes and the teachers to 
experience the exciting activities offered in Prep. 

The Kindergarten students were treated to a musical performance 
from Ms Parker and two Year 1 students from the College Piccolo 
String Ensemble. Ms Parker spoke about what to expect in Prep violin 
lessons next year and offered the students the opportunity to play the 
violins. The students are very excited about starting the College 
Instrumental Program in Prep next year.

The students enjoyed investigating and caring for the baby chickens 
that Mrs Hogan brought from her farm. It was very special for each 
student to have a turn to hold them. 

The Kindergarten students are excited to continue their learning 
journey through the College. 
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Primary to Middle School Transition

Middle School is often a time of transition, both socially and 
academically, for the students at TSAC. Having to cope with more 
than one teacher, different class configurations and for most students, 
such transition can often feel overwhelming. Luckily, the student care 
at TSAC allows for each student to be known as an individual, with 
plenty of form time dedicated to bonding activities and the 
exploration of both social and academic boundaries. Our current Year 
7 students have travelled that journey now and were great 
ambassadors for the College when our new Year 6 students came for 
their orientation days. Our 2018 student leaders also had their first 
taste of leadership on these days as they acted as guides and mentors 
during classes and activities. The Year 6 students tell me they enjoyed 
the Science classes – it’s not every day you get to light a Bunsen 
burner and get to play scientists. The Middle School has a well-
structured transition and integration program for students moving 
from Year 6 into 7. A purposeful designed program to cater for the 
needs of early adolescent change has been developed to help 
support students through this often-challenging stage of growing 
maturity. The transition program was well attended with many 
parents enjoying a barbeque at the end of the day. 

perspective was that the staff in charge of these events often found it 
hard to pick out individual students for praise as they were impressed 
by the leadership and initiatives shown by all students who helped. 
On an individual level, students from Middle School have represented 
the College at District and State level in several sports, been involved 
in all manner of musical and performing arts events in and out of 
College, debating and public speaking events.

Year 9 also spearheaded many fundraising initiatives, including raising 
funds for Anglicare and ensuring we recycle our waste paper and are 
currently looking into installing different bins in the College grounds 
so the students can separate out their waste into paper, cans and 
general waste. 

Student Leadership

Our Outdoor Education initiatives and the TSAC Student Care program 
have also allowed our students to broaden their understanding of the 
world around them, in a safe and positive environment. The rapport 
that has developed between Form Tutors and their students has also 
added constructively to this rapidly maturing appreciation that, here 
at TSAC, the idea of community is paramount.

As the Year 8 cohort stands on the verge of becoming the new 
leaders of the Middle School, it is a good time to reflect upon a year 
spent well. Next year will bring a fresh set of challenges, but having 
emerged at the end of this transitional year in good spirits, this group 
of students will be looking to put their mark on the school’s 
immediate future. Our election process this year has been an 
extremely robust process with the Year 8 students essentially making 
a job application for a position of responsibility. With 23 applicants for 
5 positions it was always going to be a close race, and I wish all the 
best to our 2018 leaders. 

Other students during the year have also shown leadership in many 
areas of the College, several students helped with Social Justice 
Committee days, others have represented the College at Leadership 
conferences in Brisbane and all year levels have been on numerous 
outdoor adventure camps. One of the interesting things from my 

The Rite Journey – Term 4

The Rite Journey program in Term 4 focused on two questions:  
Is there something more? And what is my purpose?

Students worked through several challenges including Random Acts 
of Kindness where they carried out an anonymous act for a staff 
member, a family member and a peer. This helps young people realise 
that the feelings we get from doing good things (acts of service) are 
actually a deeper and better feeling than that which we get when 
‘buying’ things. 

The Solo Experience is a unique opportunity to be alone in a busy and 
hectic world. Our students spent almost 24 hours camping out by 
themselves and had time to reflect about their place in the world. This 
aspect of the Rite Journey is one of the most memorable and 
treasured experience on the journey.

Towards the end of the term the boys classes enjoyed a gentlemen’s 
lunch at Springfield Lakes Tavern. The boys dressed up for the 
occasion and enjoyed socialising in a relaxed atmosphere for end of 
term celebrations. Similarly, the girls classes held their own Ladies 
lunch on campus where they shared delicious food, family recipes, 
participated in a range of engaging games and conversation starters.

This program concluded with the graduation ceremony where this 
year both the boys and girls groups shared a performance before 
reflecting on the year past. Students who successfully completed the 
journey were presented with their Rite Journey badge.

Middle Schooling Overview
Graham Swinton – Head of Middle School
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Senior Schooling

Term 4 is a time to reflect and celebrate 
the student achievements over the  
Year. The activities planned during this 
time help enhance the sense of 
community that is so important to TSAC. 
Being reflective and acknowledging 
achievements is an important practice 
that helps support our Learner Framework. 
Allowing students to process what has 
been achieved and reflect on how these 
goals were achieved is a key way to end 
the year and also refocuses the students 
on begin to prepare for what they want 
to accomplish in 2018.

Activities Week

In Week 9 students in Years 7 to 11 embark on three days of 
celebration to mark the end of another successful year and to allow 
the students to spend social time with their peers and staff before 
their long holiday. Students had to earn 80 VIVO reward points 
throughout the year which they used in the VIVO shop to buy a ticket 
of participation in the end of year activities. This ensures that students 
have to have earned the right to attend by displaying positive 
behaviour throughout the year. Once they earn enough points they 
were able to select from a range of activities. One day at a Theme Park, 
Wet and Wild or Movie World and then one day at either Skyzone 
Trampoline Park or bowling and Laser Tag at AMF bowling.

Year 12 Leaving

Week 7 of Term 4 marks the end of the educational journey for our Year 
12 students. This week provides three major milestones in the journey 
of TSAC students. The students first attend their final Night of Celebration 
where they are acknowledged on stage, secondly they attend the 
Night of Reflection with their parents where they are farewelled by their 
tutors and finally they attend their final day at College where the entire 
cohort are clapped out of the College by the other students and the 
Year 12’s friends and families. All three occasions allow our Community 
to show appreciation to the Seniors of the College and more importantly 
allows the students to really appreciate their last days and share this 
with family and friends, hopefully creating memories that will stay with 
them for years. As a new development for this year all our graduates 
were presented with either a tie or pin for the Old Collegians 
Association. Everybody at the College wishes the graduating students 
well and we hope to see many of them back at Old Collegian events. 

Clan Water War 

The final day of Term saw our first Clan Water War. The idea was to help 
launch the new Clan system and to create a cohesion between the 
members of each specific clan prior to 2018 by having a common 
collective cause, to create a purpose within the clans through a sense 
of fun.

Students really got involved and lots of strategic planning took place. 
To win the war, each clan had to keep one team member dry in order 
to rescue the Clan’s flag or mascot from an opposing team. Team 
members were assigned to protect their clan tents, or engage the 
opposing teams in order to advance their mission of capturing their 
flag/mascot. If Clan members were captured, or dispatched by being 
soaked by the opposing teams, they must leave the ‘battle ‘. 

It was an extremely fun event with staff and students getting in on 
the action.

Senior Schooling Overview
Richard Clark – Dean of Students
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Sports Overview Creative Arts Overview

Term 4 was highlighted with the College holding its annual  
Sports Presentation Evening at Hillstone, St Lucia. 

All of our Creative Arts Extra-Curricular Groups have been performing regularly in a variety  
of events this term, including College events, community gatherings and in eisteddfods. 

The evening was organised to celebrate the success and achievements 
of our students that had taken part in the College sporting program 
throughout the year. The evening was a great success and was 
attended by over 300 people. We also had the pleasure of Mr Brendan 
Hall, an Australian Paralympic swimmer, as our guest speaker for the 
evening. Brendan shared his success of winning two gold medals at 
the 2012 Summer Paralympics in London, before stating that he then 
went on to represent Australia at the 2016 Rio Paralympics where he 
won the gold medal in the Men’s 400m Freestyle. Brendan spoke 
candidly about the challenges he continues to face throughout his 
career, the importance of goal setting and the commitment and 
dedication required to succeed.

It was also a very busy term of sport on the Primary Campus, with 
twelve teams representing the College across three different sports in 
the JTAS competition. 

Two teams represented the College in the JTAS AFL competition.  
The JTAS Blue Team had an outstanding tournament, winning four  
of its five matches, whilst the JTAS Red Team showed significant 
improvement each week.  

An impressive seven teams competed in the JTAS Touch Football 
Carnival on Saturday 28 October at Ormiston College. The performance 
of each team across the three matches that they played was 
outstanding, with the JTAS Blue Girls, JTAS Red Girls and JTAS Sky  
Blue Boys Teams all finishing undefeated on the day, which is a 
fantastic achievement.  

Three teams also represented the College in the JTAS Tennis 
competition. The teams improved significantly each week against 
strong opposition, with a number of the students securing impressive 
wins in both singles and doubles matches. 

In these 9 weeks, we have witnessed the culmination of the hard work 
of all the Creative Arts staff and students across 2017, and it has been 
incredibly satisfying to reflect on the outstanding growth and 
achievements of all our students.

Of particular note has been the development of the Secondary 
singers through the Senior Vocal Collective. Five of our Secondary 
Campus Singers; Montana Coombes, Heidi Jarrard, Oliver Iuli, Daniel 
Lelic and Lachlan Corta, performed at the “Power of Peace Festival -  
A Day for Gandhi” at the Robelle Domain on Sunday 29 October. Mr 
Maha Sinnathamby of Springfield Land Corporation was the guest of 
honour and delivered an inspiring keynote speech. The performance 
was based on songs representing the importance of peace  
and togetherness. The Ipswich City Orchestra accompanied the 
community choir performing beautiful arrangements of songs 
including “Sound of Silence” and “You’re the Voice”. These arrangements 
were written by Mr Daniel Phillipe, our choral program piano 
accompanist. It was wonderful for our students to be involved in such 
an important community event. This group also featured in the Year 
12 Graduation Ceremony and in their own informal concert on 20 
November. Mrs Elizabeth Plumb has directed this ensemble and 
taught our singers individually across the year to achieve a dramatic 
increase in confidence and improvement in technique and musicality 
for all involved. 

Early in the term, 100 College dance students presented a spectacular 
program at the annual Live to Dance Showcase at the Ipswich Civic 
Centre. The evening saw all five of our College Dance Troupes perform 
two dances each. All of our Secondary Elective Dance Classes 
demonstrated their own pieces in a variety of styles, and in most 
cases, they presented their own choreography. It was wonderful to 
feature some soloists including Year 2 student, Olivia Temete and Year 4 

The Term was also highlighted by the annual Prep – Year 3 Swimming 
Carnival, which was held at Waterworx Lifestyle and Aquatic Centre. 
The carnival enables students to put into practice key skills learned in 
Term 4 swimming lessons, with events such as kickboard races, 
freestyle races and pool noodle races held for students to enjoy.  

On the Secondary Campus the Junior Girls Football team and the 
Firsts Girls Football team both finished runners up at the TAS Girls 
Football Championships. The Junior Girls Football team progressed 
through the group stage without conceding a goal after defeating St 
John’s Anglican College 6 – 0 in their opening game, before losing 3 – 0 
to Ormiston College in the Grand final. The Firsts Girls Football team 
made amends for their loss in the GBC Grand Final by defeating 
Redeemer Lutheran College 1 – 0 in a very close game. They went on 
to top their group before eventually losing 3 – 2 to Canterbury College 
in the Grand Final.

Individuals have also excelled, with Stephanie Gebert securing  
a bronze medal in the 400m at the Schools State Athletics 
Championships. Laylani Vai’ai also secured a bronze medal in the  
13 Years Discus and Ralph Masunungure secured a bronze medal in 
the 4 x 100m relay. Bailey Ittensohn has been selected to represent 
the Queensland team to play in the Junior Golf 2018 State of Origin 
competition to be held at Pelican Waters Golf Club in January, while 
Aiden Rasmussen impressed at the annual Greenways National 
Baseball Tournament with him hitting a two run homer with the last 
ball of the bat.

The Sports Department would like to congratulate all the students 
who have been involved in sport this term, and would like to thank  
all the parents, staff and coaches for their continued support 
throughout 2017.

student, Cordelia Richards both presenting Tap solos, and Year 10 
students, Eli Myers and Ella Davie, presenting high-level, self-
choreographed contemporary pieces. 

Our string, choir and band students have continued to achieve 
success in eisteddfod performances. Many of these same ensembles 
featured in several College events including the P-6 Celebration Day, 
the Year 12 Graduation and Night of Celebration. At the Prestige 
Music Festival in October, the results were outstanding: Animato 
String Ensemble (Gold), Piccolo String Ensemble (Silver), Sculthorpe 
String Ensemble (Gold), Grainger String Ensemble (Silver), Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble (Bronze) and Junior Concert Band (Gold). Mezzo Forte 
Choir attended the Silkstone Eisteddfod achieving the Silver Award for 
the Sacred Section and the Gold Award for the Upper Primary Choir 
Section. The Junior and Mezzo Forte Choirs combined to sing at the 
Jacaranda Festival on Friday 27 October. They sang with infectious 
enthusiasm and were awarded with the Silver Award. The following 
day, Senior Woodwind Ensemble competed at the Jacaranda Festival, 
also achieving a Silver Award.

The major highlight of the 2017 Creative Arts Calendar was the annual 
Creative Art Awards Night on Wednesday 1 November. Over 330 
students, families and invited guests attended the celebration at 
Event Cinemas, Orion, Springfield. After a lovely meal in the foyer, 
patrons were seated in the comfortable V-Max seats for the formal 
presentation. The video package of 2017 Creative Arts highlights was 
particularly impressive, running like a commercial movie in the 
cinema. It was a wonderful evening full of energy and excitement. 
Congratulations to all the students who were awarded for their hard 
work and those who were involved in Creative Arts for the 2017 
school year. It has been an incredibly positive year.




