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It is incredible to think that Term 1 so quickly came to an end. 

It was an exciting and action packed 10 weeks and also one full of 
celebration. Throughout these pages you will read of some of the 
fantastic highlights of the Term, including leadership assemblies, 
music concerts, sporting endeavours, and the wonderful Easter 
Bonnet Parade in which our Prep students spent the morning with 
Year 12 buddies in a lovely display of community spirit and bonding. 
The Term was also marked by our Kindergarten Open Day, our most 
successful ever, and which now sees that part of the TSAC journey full 
for 2017 and 2018, and the relaunch of the College App to ensure that 
families are receiving accurate, timely and centralised communication 
from the College. 

Of course, on a personal note, Term 1 was also an exciting one for me 
and my family as I commenced as Principal of The Springfield 
Anglican College. I shall always remember my Commissioning Service, 
and the warm welcome I received from our excellent staff, and our 
wonderful students and their families. My Term 1 highlights have 
included numerous conversations with vibrant, articulate and 
confident students on bus or yard duty about what they love about 
the College and other diverse subjects. I have very much enjoyed a 
visit to Year 7 camp, the Secondary Campus Swimming Carnival, 

climbing Mount Coot-tha at 3:30am with the whole of Year 9, playing 
tennis court Pacman with Year 5, and the wonderful fun and sense of 
competition at Saturday sport. And on my classrooms visits too, 
whether watching the students in fixed concentration, collaborative 
problem solving or shared inquiry, I have been so impressed with the 
levels of engagement and learning which are happening every hour 
of the day. In general, I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know and 
becoming part of the TSAC community, and I thank you all for the part 
you have played in welcoming me.

As you read this, you will be preparing for a return to the College for 
Term 2, and I am looking forward to welcoming back 900 students 
through the College gates. The upcoming Term will be another 
exciting one, albeit short with only 9 weeks and with three of them 
containing public holidays, and I am excited about the projects which 
will begin to take shape.

Amongst them, this term we will finalise plans for our new Resource 
Centre on the Secondary Campus, which will contain 4 general 
purpose, large and light filled modern classrooms, breakout spaces 
and communal areas, and improved provision for IT Helpdesk 
Services. Construction work begins on that project in June, and this 
Term sees much of the preparatory work. I look forward to sharing the 
plans and artistic impressions for this exciting new building with you 
over the coming weeks.

From the Principal
Darren Pitt
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Also to be relaunched in Term 2 will be the College website, with 
improved user-friendly functionality and a new look in keeping with 
the rebranding and marketing campaigns which you will have 
noticed in Term 1. 

The commencement of Term 2 also gives me a chance to reflect on 
how quickly the year passes, and to offer a message of encouragement 
to our students to make sure that they maximise the opportunities 
with which they are presented. 

In a Secondary Campus assembly in Term 1, the students and I 
reflected on the passing of time, and how it relates to the number of 
school days in a year. I asked them to consider the metaphor of the 
year ahead of them as like a 110m hurdles race – a start, a finish and 
with obstacles to successfully negotiate along the way. As I told the 
students as part of that message, in 2017 there are 175 school days in 
the classroom for students in the Primary School, Middle School and 
Year 10, that is excluding special occasions such as the Swimming 
Carnival. 160 days are spent in the classroom by Year 11 students, and 
only 145 for those in Year 12, when examinations are taken into 
consideration. As of the start of Term 2, 48 of these days have been 
completed. This means that the Year 12 students, who may feel like 
they have only really just started, have already completed more than 
one third of their classroom time in their final year.

Time is moving fast.

I refer back to that first assembly again, and the metaphor of seeing 
the school year as a competition in sprint hurdling. At that time,  
I made the point that the start of the race is the most important part, 
because this is where they get out of the blocks sharply and achieve 
their momentum. In effect, the start sets them up for success. 

The next phase of a race, the point at which we now find ourselves, is 
recognized by experts in this field as the acceleration phase, the time 
when a runner gets into their stride and finds their rhythm. There are 
steps to take and hurdles to overcome, but crucially sprinters are still 
accelerating at this stage of the race, pushing hard to achieve their best. 

It is important then that our students recognise that at the completion 
of Term 1, and, whilst much has been achieved, they should still be 
very much in the acceleration phase, working hard and striving to 
achieve their goals for the year. 

I am excited for Term 2 to start, and to seeing the students return.  
I hope that they do so full of energy and enthusiasm, ready to tackle 
hurdles and do their best to Flourish and Succeed, our College theme 
for 2017.

I wish you all a successful Term 2.
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Teaching and Learning Overview
Wendy Jurss – Dean of Curriculum

Altitude and Academic Extension

Throughout Term 1, students across all year levels have been provided with opportunities for 
extension, under the guidance and expertise of Mrs Breingan. 

On 9 March, selected students in Year 7 and 8 attended the Kid’s Lit Quiz at Ipswich Girls’ 
Grammar School. In this competition, teams of students work collaboratively to answer 100 
questions in ten categories. The categories are diverse in order to cater for all reading tastes. 
Known as the ‘sport of reading’, the Kids’ Lit Quiz encourages students to broaden their reading 
and creates an awareness of genre, authors and titles. 

The Year 10 Altitude students have been studying a unit in Bio-Engineering in which they used 
the 3D printer to make a prosthetic hand, toe and finger. Year 9 Altitude students are busily 
preparing their novel, “Surviving St Mitchell’s”, for publication. This novel will be available for 
pre-order early in Term 2.

Selected students in Years 7 and 8 attended the STEM day at QUT, where they were involved 
in robotics and coding workshops such as “Code a Solar System” and “Arduino Blink Challenge”.

The Year 8 debating team won their first debate in the Qld Debating Union competition. These 
students, prepared by Mrs Breingan and Mrs Patch, debated the negative side of the topic “if 
we could choose we would rather be famous.” Their next debate is in April against Brisbane 
State High School.

These wonderful extension activities are part of our commitment to ensuring that all students 
receive challenges suitable to their academic progress, and to ensuring that we provide 
challenge to our most able students.

Primary Campus Maker Space

It is widely acknowledged in education that 
preparing young people for their place in the 
digital world is a crucial aspect of a modern 
education, and Primary students have been 
very excited about developing their skills in 
technology in their new Fab Lab, designed 
and developed by Mrs Bain and Mrs Frewin.

Digital Design and Technologies has taken  
an exciting new direction on the Primary 
Campus with the opening of the new Maker 
Space, fondly known as the Fab Lab. Students 
have been enjoying weekly Digital Design 
and Technologies lessons under the expertise 
of Mrs Bain and Mrs Frewin, exploring 
concepts such as digital systems and 
contexts, computational thinking, hardware, 
software and peripheral devices. The 
activities that students undertake in these 
lessons have enormous power in developing 
their skills in critical thinking, creativity and 
problem solving, collaboration and team 
work, which all assist in developing their 
“Maker Mindset”. Throughout the year, skills 
learned in the Maker Space will be used  
to empower students in broader STEAM 
units, incorporating learning in Science, 
Technology, the Arts, and Mathematics.
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Mrs Patch’s Reading Tree

Mrs Patch has embarked on a journey of developing students’ love of 
reading through her Reading Tree.

Reading is such an essential skill for students, not only while at school, 
but also to set them up for success beyond school. Wide reading 
assists students in developing their vocabulary and imagination, as 
well as encouraging critical thinking and a broader general knowledge. 

Students Preparing for a New Senior System

Students and staff are busily learning about the intricacies of the new 
tertiary entrance system, which will occur for students graduating in 
2020. A number of staff have been involved as markers in the trial 
examinations and students will undertake the second round of 
examination trials this year, in the areas of Mathematics B and Visual Art. 

In order to develop a stronger reading culture in her classroom, Mrs 
Patch has created her reading tree. Year 8 to 10 students and staff 
place a leaf on the reading tree and earn #patchdollars when they 
read a set number of books. The #patchdollars were then able to be 
used in the Patch Pop Up Shop at the end of the term. Well done to 
Mrs Patch and the large number of students who embraced this 
opportunity to Flourish.

Year 9 students have begun undertaking a number of their exams for 
core subjects in an environment similar to that of the external exams 
in their Senior years so that they are very familiar with the expectations 
of these exam sessions.
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Primary Schooling Overview
Tania Brewer – Head of Primary

The Tiny Tartan Kindergarten

The 2017 Tiny Tartan Kindergarten students 
commenced their first year at TSAC with 
great excitement and enthusiasm. Dressed in 
their College uniform and donning their back 
packs, the students entered into their 
classrooms, met their teachers and new 
friends, hugged loved ones good bye for the 
day and quickly settled into daily routines. 

The holistic Kindergarten program provides 
our youngest students a wealth of 
opportunities to learn, explore and develop 
new skills that support and encourage their 
thirst for learning. Term One of Kindy opens 
up many new experiences and challenges 
for the students as they commence lessons 
in Mandarin Chinese, Music, PMP and Library. 
The students have embraced their specialist 
lessons and classroom activities with great 
enthusiasm and readiness. The smiles and 
excitement on the student’s faces throughout 
the Kindy day is only surpassed by the joy of 
their teachers who are witness to their 
positive learning journey. 

Buddy Program on Primary

Making positive connections and building a strong College community is an integral part of 
our environment. As part of our program the Year 6 students develop buddy relationships with 
the Kindergarten students through weekly visits to the Kindergarten. The Year Six student 
leaders assist in class activities and support the students in developing social interactions 
during creative and imaginative play.

As part of the Year 12 leadership program, the senior students regularly visit the Prep students 
in their classroom, building a strong connection between the Early Years and Secondary 
campuses. It was lovely to watch the Year 12 leaders participate and assist in the annual Prep 
Easter Bonnet Parade. 

A focus area of the Pastoral Care program this term has been on developing a positive growth 
mindset. Through a wide variety of activities and lessons incorporated into daily tasks students 
are learning the value of thinking positively and working to your best potential. 
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Year 6 Leadership

The Year 6 Leadership Induction Service commences the development of the College’s 
extensive student leadership program. In early February the Year 6 nominated student 
leaders and the Year 6 student cohort received their leadership badges at a special service 
acknowledging each student as a representative leader on Primary Campus. As the most 
senior students located on the Primary Campus, all students are provided the opportunity 
to undertake and develop leadership responsibilities and skills. A selected number of 
students also attended throughout the term the GRIP Student Leadership Conference at the 
Sleeman Sports Complex. The students participated in activities designed to build upon an 
understanding of leadership through role modelling, developing character strengths and 
recognising and responding to the needs of others. One of the first activities undertaken by 
the Year 6 leaders for 2017 is through assisting the good work done by Australia Post in 
sending care packages to Australia’s overseas serving troops. 

This year, the Student Leadership Induction Service also provided the College an 
opportunity to welcome Senior Constable Damian Craig into the College community as he 
undertakes the valuable role of the College’s Adopt-a-Cop. 

Outdoor Education – Year 6 Camp

A further opportunity for the Year 6 students 
to develop their maturing leadership skills 
was during the three-night camp at the 
Noosa North Shore Retreat. The activities are 
designed to support students in developing 
skills such as teamwork, creative and 
imaginative thinking, bush survival and 
accomplishing individual challenges. The 
bush, lake and beach setting enabled the 
students to experience a wide variety of 
activities.

Year 6 Leaders

Primary Campus College Captains: 
Akshay Jaikaran and Sophie Clark

Keith Clan Captains:
William Bannah and Alethea Brownlow

McDuff Clan Captains:
Harrison Weeks and Jade Davidson

Robertson Clan Captains:
Hudson Newble and Shirin Sani Kermani

Sinclair Clan Captains: 
Benjamin Bale and Charlotte Burow

Primary Creative Arts Captain: 
Charlotte Curtis

Primary Community Captains: 
Connor Hayden and Jordan Howlett -Jones
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Year 9 Fitbit Wellbeing Program

Michael Carr-Greg, prominent child psychologist, at the 2016 Positive Schools Conference 
highlighted the need for schools to take the health and wellbeing of their students more 
seriously. In response to this challenge The Springfield Anglican College, in conjunction with 
Harvey Norman and Fitbit Australia, launched a wellbeing program tackling physical and 
emotional health. 

As part of the program, students will be able to monitor their physical activity using their fitbit 
device, provided by the College, and mobile dashboard. The College will not have access to 
personal information but we will make the challenges fun by pitting form against form in 
“steps competitions”. We will also guide the Year 9 students through a “mindfulness” program 
utilising free Apps such as Smiling Minds and Lumosity. The end goal is to have a cohort of Year 
9 students who are mentally and physically better prepared for Senior Schooling. If parents have 
their own fitbit device, they are encouraged to join us on our journey.

Middle Schooling Overview
Graham Swinton – Head of Middle School
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Middle School Leaders Induction

Congratulations to our newly appointed Middle School 
Leaders – who have been appointed by Mr Pitt in 
recognition of their many contributions to the College 
community to date and the potential their peers saw in 
them to lead the Middle School.

We also congratulate the many students who put 
themselves forward to be considered for leadership, for 
taking themselves out of their normal comfort zone and 
taking the time to apply for the positions. Importantly 
they have played a crucial role in the final product, as did 
all the TSAC candidates. Congratulations to Year 9 who 
voted online during the elections, we are confident that 
the student body has made an excellent choice.

Middle School Leaders

Middle School Captains: 
Jaime Clark and Jordan Carter

Middle School Service Captain: 
Jacob Sim

Middle School Creative Arts 
Captain:
Holly Ittensohn

Middle School Sports Captain: 
Grace Burrow

Middle School Dance 

The Middle School Dance was a 
great success, with 127 students 
rocking the multipurpose centre 
with tunes provided by Year 12 
resident DJ Dylan Mason. The 
Social Justice Committee also 
assisted with the success of the 
evening by providing the guests 
with a BBQ and snacks. All the 
funds raised from the night will 
go to Orange Sky Laundry, an 
organisation which helps 
homeless people. 

Many thanks to the Year 12 Leaders 
and staff who helped out on the 
night and judged the best dancer 
competitions. Thank you also to 
our prize sponsors who provided 
gift vouchers for the best groovers 
on the night. 

Outdoor Education – Year 7 and 8 Camps

The purpose of the Year 7 Camp Program is to develop positive 
relationships within self, peers, various environments and adventure. 
The focus throughout camp was to work through appropriate 
behaviours and attitudes as they impact our vital connections day to 
day. Students worked towards early stages of personal and social 
competence and ethical behaviour as they constructed relationships 
with one another, and worked towards an attitude of environmental 
stewardship. All of this was achieved under the careful mentoring of 
our Year 12 Leaders who gained their first real life experience of 
leadership.

Activities are specifically targeted to the theme “Connections”, where 
students are, by nature of the task, required to physically and 
emotionally rely on and support each other. The focus throughout the 
program works through appropriate behaviours and attitudes as they 
impact our vital connections day to day.

The Year 8 Students worked to develop a sense of place through 
critical thinking and further developing personal and social 
competence. In creating self-awareness, we can allow students to 
develop a better sense of place and form a foundation from which to 
“Step”.

Some of these are to “Step up” and take on the challenge, “Step down” 
and allow others to take the lead, “Step out” of the challenge and 
acknowledge the limit of their comfort zone. All decisions require 
support, which is provided through professional facilitation by camp 
staff. Through various outdoor adventures, students are confronted 
with the role that they must play.

The Year 8’s exploring Steps and Interdependence program has 
numerous resources and opportunities for students to live and 
breathe environmental responsibility and sustainability.
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Leaders Induction Assembly

Providing students with opportunities for 
leadership is a central aspect of a young 
person’s growth, assisting with building 
confidence, decision making, team work 
and accountability. For this reason, an 
emphasis is placed on leadership 
development throughout the College and 
has been the feature of a number of 
activities undertaken in Term 1.

On Monday 30 January, the College held a 
full assembly to celebrate and formally 
induct our new Middle School and Senior Leaders for 2017. During the assembly the 
Leaders are formally introduced to the rest of College and receive their Leadership badges 
from Mr Pitt. All new leaders then give the Leadership pledge, stating they will support 
others and be role models for the College. Now a Term into these roles, the staff have 
been impressed in the commitment and efforts shown by the 2017 Student Leaders who 
have already supported the Year 7 camp, Middle School dance and the Principal Induction.

Senior School Leaders

College Captains:  Jessica Lythall and Jake Mellow

College Vice Captain:  Bonnie Cosgrove

College Service Captain:  Hunter Jones

Prefects:  Callum Burdett, Hudson Mackenzie, 
Jasmine Maklary

Keith Clan Captain:  Larana Thomas

McDuff Clan Captain:  Lisa Nguyen

Robertson Clan Captain:  Autumn Mills

Sinclair Clan Captain:  Calum Hogg

College Performing Arts Captain:  Sarah Ketter

Senior Schooling Overview
Richard Clark – Dean of Students
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Outdoor Education Year 11 Camp

The Year 11 Camp based at Noosa North Shore Retreat was an 
opportunity for students to show and develop their leadership 
potential. All the pupils worked in their form groups throughout and 
were able to build strong team dynamics while they tackled 
communication based puzzles and challenged themselves with 
activities like a night time giant swing. 

Students were challenged to work as effective teams when they 
completed their final task on camp, which was to design and build a 
raft that could support up to six team members. Each group 
competed to win additional resources like extra rope and additional 
barrels and then had just one hour to plan and build the final raft. 
Finally, each team had to prove their design skills by taking the raft out 
with six team members on boards and floating out on the Noosa river. 
The instructors for camp providers Total Adventures all commented 
on the student excellent behaviour and engagement and a great 
time was had by all in a beautiful setting. 

Year 12 Trip to the Reds

On Friday 24 February, 52 of the current Year 12 cohort ventured out 
on the first of several sporting social evenings, on this occasion to see 
the Reds play the Sharks at Suncorp stadium. A great night was had 
by all, and to top it all the Reds won in a tight game 28 – 26. Next term 
the students will go out to the Brisbane Broncos and we hope to 
bring them the same luck. 

yLead Leaders Conference

yLead is an independent, not-for-profit association that 
creates unique learning experiences that empower young 
people to be the best they can be. The new Year 12 Leaders 
were invited to attend the ylead Preparing for Leadership 
Conference that took place between 13 - 15 January, at 
Emmanuel College, University of Queensland. The conference 
is aimed at ensuring new student leaders leave with 
increased confidence in their leadership capabilities and are 
equipped to lead the College. This year the conference 
featured sessions on:

• Knowing the leader within
• Engaging an audience
• Leading teams
• Developing a vision
• Project management
• Action centred leadership

Year 12 students were grateful for this opportunity, agreeing 
that they are very excited to work alongside the Leadership 
team this year with some great ideas that can be developed. 
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Sports Overview

Term 1 was a busy term for the College Sport Program, with  
twenty-five teams competing in a variety of JTAS and GBC sport fixtures.

Primary Schooling Sports

On the Primary Campus, it was a very busy term to commence the 
school sporting year, with cricket, hockey and swimming the three 
core sports taking place. 

The term was highlighted by success in the pool, especially from the 
JTAS Swimming Team, who finished in second place in Red Division at 
the JTAS Swimming Championships, the College’s best ever finish at 
the event. The team’s success was led by the girls, who won the 
Overall Girls trophy for the second consecutive year, whilst the 10 
Years Girls also won their age division. Clan Robertson were successful 
in winning this year’s Primary Inter-Clan Swimming Carnival, whilst 
two students, Hamza Lingo and Hana Lingo, gained selection in the 
Metropolitan West Swimming team to compete at the State School 
Swimming Championships. Hana then went onto win an impressive 
three gold medals and one bronze medal at these championships to 
gain selection in the Queensland team. 

Two cricket teams and four hockey teams represented the College in 
JTAS Saturday Sport this term. There were some very encouraging 
results achieved during the season, with the TSAC White Hockey team 
particularly impressing, winning five of its six matches. The TSAC Navy 
Blue hockey team and both cricket teams all won multiple matches 
throughout the term.  

Middle and Senior Schooling Sports

On the Secondary Campus, the year started with Clan Sinclair winning 
the Secondary Inter-Clan Swimming Carnival for the second 
consecutive year. The GBC Swimming team then went on to finish in 
third place at the GBC Swimming Championships. The girls performed 
exceptionally well, finishing in second place overall. A special mention 
to Mollie O’Callaghan, Sophie O’Callaghan and Georgia Heapy who 
were awarded Age Champion for their respective age groups. Mollie 
also broke the 13 Years Girls 50m backstroke record with a time of 
31.59secs, which has stood since 2011. All three girls went on to 
compete at the State Swimming Championships, with Sophie 
winning a bronze medal in the 100m Freestyle event, whilst Mollie 
secured an amazing four gold medals, a silver medal and a bronze 
medal, including breaking the state record in the 50m backstroke.

Seventeen teams took pride in representing the College in Girls 
Basketball, Girls Tennis, Boys Volleyball and Cricket in the GBC Sport 
Program, with four teams securing a place in the GBC Grand Final. 
Teams embraced the new College War Cry and are looking forward to 
welcoming the new College Mascot in Term Two.

Finally, the College would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
all students who have been involved in the College Sport Program 
this term, and to thank all the parents, staff, and coaches for their 
continued support. 
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Creative Arts Overview

There has been an exciting energy throughout Creative Arts in Term 1, with the Addams Family Musical  
preparations and lots of activity taking place across campuses. We are proud to see students working towards  

becoming independent and motivated learners, with a strong focus on developing an understanding  
of their strengths and how to achieve their own personal potential in Creative Arts and beyond.

Creative Arts in the Classroom

This term we welcomed Mrs Lissa Sullivan-Ward to our team, who is 
making a positive impact on K-8 Music with multi-modal lessons and 
provision of extension work for advanced musicians. Miss Paliadelis’ 
combined Year 7/8 Accelerated Music Course, where students focus 
on the roles of music in movies, has also been a highlight. 

Dancers have presented performances in a variety of genres such as 
musical theatre, lyrical hip hop and jazz for their first assessment tasks. 
A new Media Arts Course for Year 7 and 8 has been implemented with 
great success by Ms Jensen, with students learning to use cutting 
edge software to create animations. Secondary Drama students have 
been studying a variety of topics including Fractured Fairy Tales (Year 
8) and Gothic Theatre (Year 10), and focusing on skill building in 
stagecraft activities. Mrs Thompson has been running a variety of art-
making tasks with the secondary students. With preparation underway 
for Senior Major Works at the TSAC Art Exhibition on Friday 19 May. 

Extra-Curricular Creative Arts 

We provide extensive opportunity for students to perform and 
rehearse to craft their skills, including inviting students to perform at 
assemblies and chapels. 

In Dance, both Secondary Troupes are working to prepare routines for 
the Ipswich Junior Eisteddfod and for the Brisbane Performing Arts 
Competition. The three Primary Dance Troupes are preparing for what 
is set to be a very competitive eisteddfod season. 

Ms Paliadelis’ Junior Concert Band is working very well in their second 
year as an ensemble, with 35 students in Years 5 and 6. A new Junior 
Stage Band is rehearsing with gusto under directorship of Mr Craig 
Alloway. The Secondary Campus Symphonic Wind Ensemble has 
increased in number and has been working on pieces such as Jurassic 
Park and A Pirate’s Tale in preparation for performances. The String 
Program continues to flourish with the new Piccolo String Ensemble 
for Grade 1 and Grade 2 students. 

The Addams Family Musical

The excitement and anticipation is building – and students from Years 
4 to 12 are well into their rehearsal schedule for the 2017 Musical,  
The Addams Family – an experience they will remember for the rest 
of their lives. 

Performance Details: Ipswich Civic Centre Thursday 20 July and 
Friday 21 July, 7pm (Ticket information TBC).

Instrumental Music Tuition

We are proud of our string, woodwind, brass and percussionists who 
are all working very diligently on their ensemble repertoire, as well as 
supplementary AMEB repertoire, with some students preparing for 
examinations through 2017. Year 9 students, Georgie Parfrement and 
Lilly Jackson, are to be commended on achieving outstanding results 
in their Grade 2 Flute Examination.
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